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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Amendment, received on 01/31/2005, has been entered. Claims 1-2 and 4-30 
are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

3. Claims 1, 10-11 and 28-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Gupta et al. (Gupta), US Patent No. 6,487,538, Verma, US Patent 
No. 6,243,750, Wolff, US Patent No. 6,247,047, and further in view of Leal, US Patent 
No. 6,189,003. 

4. As to claim 1 , Gupta discloses a method comprising: 

In response to a user request, displaying a web page including a listing of a 
sponsoree (col. 4, lines 14-65); 
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a designated active and browseable web page of a single sponsor on the same 
page as the listing of the sponsoree (col. 4, lines 14-65); 

wherein the sponsoree may replace the web page of the sponsor with other data 
(col. 4, lines 14-65). 

However, Gupta does not explicitly disclose wherein no further browsing is 
required to see a content of the web page. Verma discloses advertisement 41 1 for 
bicycle roof racks including text "This Roof Rack on Sale Today SKU-NZD735 Price: 
59.99 Dollars" (col. 4, lines 47-67 and Fig. 4). Thus, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teachings 
of Verma and Gupta to include no requirement to browse the web page to see its 
content since the web page itself already contains enough information that a user or 
searcher can comprehend, and if the user or searcher wants to know more about the 
advertisement, he/she can always click on the advertisement to see further details. 

However, Gupta and Verma do not explicitly disclose the sponsoree has full 
control of the web page associated with the listing of the sponsoree, and may at any 
time, upon logging into the system and paying a subscription fee, replace the web page 
of the sponsor with any other universal resource locator (URL). Wolff discloses a 
sponsor server which operates a WWW site for a sponsor who has agreed to post a 
merchant's advertising banner, possibly in exchange for payment of an advertising fee, 
and the merchant has the right to post his own web page on the server of his Internet 
access or service provider, with the merchant's web page including icon 
(advertisement), and the icon can be replaced by a hyperlink including the URL of the 
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host server. (col. 7, line 21 - col. 8, line 55). Wolff also discloses when a merchant 
(sponsoree) performs a merchant-specific function such as creating or modifying 
banners (advertisements), the merchant needs to log in to access to the sponsor server 
(col. 1 2, line 31 - col. 1 3, line 55). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Wolff and Gupta- 
Verma to include the sponsoree has full control of the web page associated with the 
listing of the sponsoree, and may at any time, upon logging into the system and paying 
a subscription fee, replace the web page of the sponsor with any other universal 
resource locator (URL). Wolff's provided an improved method and apparatus for 
facilitating transactions on a computer network. 

Gupta, Verma, and Wolff do not explicitly disclose wherein the plurality of results 
are displayed with an essential element missing. Applicant describes an essential 
element is a telephone number in the specification. In the same field of endeavor, Leal 
discloses a user enters a search provider's web site, a search result a list of items 
containing a "direct connection" link (an essential element) (Fig. 7, and col. 10, line 50 - 
col. 11, line 5). Thus, it is obvious to one of ordinary skills in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Leal and Gupta, Verma and Wolff to 
include search results displayed with an essential element missing in order to provide 
users having possibility to make direct connection to web sites. 
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5. As to claim 10, Gupta-Verma-Wolff-Leal displaying a licensee's data if the user 
connected to the directory from a licensee (Leal, Fig. 7, and col. 10, line 50 - col. 11, 
line 5). 

6. As to claim 11, Gupta-Verma-Wolff-Leal disclose tracking the user for statistical 
and revenue sharing purposes (Gupta, col. 16, lines 35-61, and col. 17, lines 13-30). 

7. As to claim 28, Gupta-Verma-Wolff-Leal disclose wherein the data comprises 
Yellow Pages information (Leal, col. 6, line 64 - col. 7, line 10). 

8. As to claim 29, Gupta-Verma-Wolff-Leal disclose enabling the listee-sponsoree 
to self-sponsor the data of the listee-sponsoree, such that the listee-sponsoree's active 
web page is displayed with the data of the listee-sponsoree (Leal, Fig. 7, and col. 10, 
line 50 -col. 11, line 5). 

9. Claims 27 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Gupta et al. (Gupta), US Patent No. 6,487,538, Verma, US Patent No. 6,243,750, 
and further in view of Wolff, US Patent No. 6,247,047. 

10. As to claim 27, Gupta discloses a method comprising: 

displaying data of a listee-sponsoree in response to a search (col. 4, lines 14-65); 
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displaying an active web page of a sponsor associated with the listee-sponsoree 
on the same page as the data of the listee-sponsoree, such that the active web page is 
accessible while reviewing the data of the listee-sponsoree (col. 4, lines 14-65); 

However, Gupta does not explicitly disclose wherein no further browsing is 
required to see a content of the web page. Verma discloses advertisement 411 for 
bicycle roof racks including text "This Roof Rack on Sale Today SKU-NZD735 Price: 
59.99 Dollars" (col. 4, lines 47-67 and Fig. 4). Thus, it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teachings 
of Verma and Gupta to include no requirement to browse the web page to see its 
content since the web page itself already contains enough information that a user or 
searcher can comprehend, and if the user or searcher wants to know more about the 
advertisement, he/she can always click on the advertisement to see further details. 

However, Gupta and Verma do not explicitly disclose the sponsoree has full 
control of the web page associated with the listing of the sponsoree, and may at any 
time, upon logging into the system and paying a subscription fee, replace the web page 
of the sponsor with any other universal resource locator (URL). Wolff discloses a 
sponsor server which operates a WWW site for a sponsor who has agreed to post a 
merchant's advertising banner, possibly in exchange for payment of an advertising fee, 
and the merchant has the right to post his own web page on the server of his Internet 
access or service provider, with the merchant's web page including icon 
(advertisement), and the icon can be replaced by a hyperlink including the URL of the 
host server (col. 7, line 21 - col. 8, line 55). Wolff also discloses when a merchant 
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(sponsoree) performs a merchant-specific function such as creating or modifying 
banners (advertisements), the merchant needs to log in to access to the sponsor server 
(col. 12, line 31 - col. 13, line 55). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Wolff and Gupta- 
Verma to include the sponsoree has full control of the web page associated with the 
listing of the sponsoree, and may at any time, upon logging into the system and paying 
a subscription fee, replace the web page of the sponsor with any other universal 
resource locator (URL). Wolff's provided an improved method and apparatus for 
facilitating transactions on a computer network. 

11. As to claim 30, Gupta, Verma, and Volff disclose wherein the data of the listee- 
sponsoree is displayed in less than twenty percent of the visible page, while the active 
web page of the sponsoree is displayed in the remainder of the visible page (Gupta, col. 
4, lines 19-25 and col. 15, lines 20-51). 

12. Claims 2 and 4-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Gupta, Verma, Wolff and Leah as applied to claims 1,10-11 and 28-29 above, and 
further in view of Jones, US Patent No. 6,256,623. 

13. As to claim 2, Gupta, Verma, Wolff and Leal disclose when a user selects a 
single result from the plurality of results, subsequently displaying the selected result with 
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the incorporated designated web page of a sponsor (Gupta, Abstract, col. 4, lines 14- 
65); 

However, Gupta, Verma, Wolff and Leal do not explicitly disclose displaying the 
plurality of results on the single page, with no sponsors. Jones discloses when a user 
enters a search for the artist Miles Davis, a search result displays a list of title of album 
or song with or without advertising (Jones, col. 8, line 52 - col. 9, line 1 1 and Figs. 4-5). 
Thus it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Jones and Gupta, Verma, Wolff and 
Leal to include displaying a plurality of results on a single page, with no sponsors in 
order to provide a user friendly environment for searcher. 

14. As to claim 4, Gupta, Verma, Wolff, Leal and Jones (Gupta-Verma-Wolff-Leal- 
Jones) disclose wherein the essential element comprises a telephone number in a 
telephone directory (Leal, Fig. 7, and col. 10, line 50 - col. 1 1 , line 5). 

15. As to claim. 5, Gupta-Verma-Wolff-Leal-Jones disclose wherein the plurality of 
results are displayed with a "call now button" that automatically connects the user with 
the listee selected (Leal, Fig. 7, and col. 10, line 50 - col. 11, line 5). 

16. As to claim 6, Gupta-Verma-Wolff-Leal-Jones disclose wherein a telephone call 
using the call now button is free to the user (Leal, Fig. 7, and col. 10, line 50 - col. 11, 
line 5). 
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17. As to claim 7, Gupta-Verma-Wolff-Leal-Jones disclose wherein the telephone 
called may be charged to one of the following: the listee selected, the sponsor of the 
listee selected, or another sponsor (Leal, Fig. 7, and col. 1 0, line 50 - col. 11, line 5). 

18. As to claim 8, Gupta-Verma-Wolff-Leal-Jones disclose playing an advertising to 
the user prior to connecting the user with the listee selected (Leal, Fig. 7, and col. 10, 
line 50 - col. 11, line 5). 

19. As to claim 9, Gupta-Verma-Wolff-Leal-Jones disclose playing an advertising to 
the listee prior to connecting the user with the listee (Leal, Fig. 7, and col. 10, line 50 - 
col. 11, line 5). 

20. Claim 12-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gupta et al. (Gupta), US Patent No. 6,487,538 and further in view of Wolff, US Patent 
No. 6,247,047. 

21. As to claims12 and 25, Gupta discloses a method comprising: 

permitting purchase a sponsorship of at least one listing based on a criteria (col. 
4, lines 5-65); and 

identifying a designated web page for incorporation on the same page as the 
listing when the sponsored listing is displayed as a search result, the designated web 
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page being fully browseable to a user viewing the sponsored listing (col. 4, lines 5-65); 
and 

enabling a listing owner to bump the sponsorship of the listing, and remove the 
web page of the sponsor (col. 4, lines 5-65 and col. 5, lines 36-44: advertising space on 
the internet is sold by web hosts to third parties (advertisers) and web hosts insert and 
transmit advertisements, thus one of the ordinary skill in the art would understand that 
the advertisements can be added or remove from the web page). 

However, Gupta does not explicitly disclose the sponsoree has full control of the 
web page associated with the listing of the sponsoree, and may at any time, upon 
logging into the system and paying a subscription fee, replace the web page of the 
sponsor with any other universal resource locator (URL). Wolff discloses a sponsor 
server which operates a WWW site for a sponsor who has agreed to post a merchant's 
advertising banner, possibly in exchange for payment of an advertising fee, and the 
merchant has the right to post his own web page on the server of his Internet access or 
service provider, with the merchant's web page including icon (advertisement), and the 
icon can be replaced by a hyperlink including the URL of the host server (col. 7, line 21 
- col. 8, line 55). Wolff also discloses when a merchant (sponsoree) performs a 
merchant-specific function such as creating or modifying banners (advertisements), the 
merchant needs to log in to access to the sponsor server (col. 12, line 31 - col. 13, line 
55). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Wolff and Gupta to include the 
sponsoree has full control of the web page associated with the listing of the sponsoree, 
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and may at any time, upon logging into the system and paying a subscription fee, 
replace the web page of the sponsor with any other universal resource locator (URL). 
Wolffs provided an improved method and apparatus for facilitating transactions on a 
computer network. 

22. As to claim 13, Gupta and Wolff disclose wherein the criteria comprises one or 
more of the following: a ZIP code, a city, a region, a telephone number, and SIC code, a 
demographic, a keyword, or an individual listing (Gupta, col. 4, lines 53-65, col. 5, lines 
17-35, and col. 10, lines 41 -63). 

23. As to claim 14, Gupta and Wolff disclose wherein the demographic may be 
selected by a location of a user of the search (Gupta, col. 4, lines 53-60). 

24. As to claim 15, Gupta and Wolff disclose wherein the demographic may be 
based on a SIC code (Gupta, col. 4, lines 53-60). 

25. As to claim 16, Gupta and Wolff disclose wherein the demographic maybe based 
on a category of the listing (Gupta, Abstract). 

26. As to claim 17, Gupta and Wolff disclose receiving a request for sponsorship of a 
group based on the criteria; 
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determining if the group is available for sponsorship (Gupta, col. 12, lines 23-41); 

and 

if the group is available for sponsorship, quoting a list price for the group (Gupta, 
col. 12, lines 42-50). 

27. As to claim 18, Gupta and Wolff disclose if the sponsor agrees to pay the list 
price, 

requesting the designated web page from the sponsor (Gupta, col. 1 1 , lines 126- 
65); and 

adding the sponsor and the designated web page into a database (Gupta, col. 
11, line 66 -col. 12, line 7). 

28. As to claims 19 and 26, Gupta and Wolff disclose linking the selected listee to the 
sponsor's web page (col. 12, lines 8-22); 

designating a length of time the sponsor is linked to the listee (Gupta, col. 4, lines 
26-36, and col. 5, lines 54-63); 

selecting a number of times the sponsor wants the sponsor's page to be shown 
(Gupta, col. 12, line 51 - col. 13, line 42); and 

setting a price for the sponsor (Gupta, col. 12, line 51 - col. 13, line 42); 
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29. As to claim 20, Gupta and Wolff disclose wherein setting the price comprises 
setting a price per impression or setting a price per time period (Gupta, col. 4, lines 26- 
36, and col. 5, lines 54-63). 

30. As to claim 21, Gupta and Wolff disclose if the sponsor declines to pay the list 
price, 

prompting the sponsor to enter a bid for the sponsorship of the group (Gupta, col. 
13, lines 13-42) ; and 

opening an auction for the sponsorship of the group (Gupta, col. 14, lines 19-47). 

31. As to claim 22, Gupta and Wolff disclose notifying bidders of the sponsorship of 
an outcome of the auction (Gupta, col. 14, lines 19-47); and 

requesting the designated web page for the group from the sponsor who won 
(Gupta, col. 14, lines 19-47); and 

adding the sponsor and the designated web page into a database (Gupta, col. 
11, line 66 -col. 12, line 7). 

32. As to claim 23, Gupta and Wolff disclose wherein the sponsorship comprises a 
price for each impression of the sponsor's designated web site with the at least one 
listing (Gupta, col. 4, lines 26-36, and col. 5, lines 54-63). 
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33. As to claim 24, Gupta and Wolff disclose wherein the sponsorship may be a self- 
sponsorship, such that a web page displayed is a web page of the listee (Gupta, col. 12, 
lines 8-22). 

Response to Arguments 

In the remarks, Applicant argued in substance that 

(A) Leal does not discuss the use of advertising at all, and does not teach or suggest 
incorporating a browseable web page of a sponsor, nor providing control over a web 
page to a listee-sponsoree. 

As to point A, in response to applicant's arguments against the references 
individually, one cannot show nonobviousness by attacking references individually 
where the rejections are based on combinations of references. See In re Keller, 642 
F.2d 413, 208 USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981); In re Merck & Co., 800 F.2d 1091, 231 
USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 1986). In this case, Gupta, Verma, and Wolff do not explicitly 
disclose wherein the plurality of results are displayed with an essential element missing. 
Applicant describes an essential element is a telephone number in the specification. In 
the same field of endeavor, Leal discloses a user enters a search provider's web site, a 
search result a list of items containing a "direct connection" link (an essential element) 
(Fig. 7, and col. 1 0, line 50 - col. 1 1 , line 5). Thus, it is obvious to one of ordinary skills 
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in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Leal and 
Gupta, Verma and Wolff to include search results displayed with an essential element 
missing in order to provide users having possibility to make direct connection to web 
sites. 

(B) Jones does not have listee-sponsorees, since the search results are musical 
albums, rather than anything that has an associated listee. 

As to point B, this is again the same arguments in point A, in response to 
applicant's arguments against the references individually, one cannot show 
nonobviousness by attacking references individually where the rejections are based on 
combinations of references. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d413, 208 USPQ 871 (CCPA 
1981); In re Merck & Co., 800 F.2d 1091, 231 USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 1986). In this case, 
Gupta, Verma, Wolff and Leal disclose when a user selects a single result from the 
plurality of results, subsequently displaying the selected result with the incorporated 
designated web page of a sponsor (Gupta, Abstract, col. 4, lines 14-65). However, 
Gupta, Verma, Wolff and Leal do not explicitly disclose displaying the plurality of results 
on the single page, with no sponsors. Jones discloses when a user enters a search for 
the artist Miles Davis, a search result displays a list of title of album or song with or 
without advertising (Jones, col. 8, line 52 - col. 9, line 11 and Figs. 4-5). Thus it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to combine the teachings of Jones and Gupta, Verma, Wolff and Leal to include 
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displaying a plurality of results on a single page, with no sponsors in order to provide a 
user friendly environment for searcher. 

34. Applicant's arguments, see the remarks, filed 01/31/2005, with respect to the 
rejection(s)of claim(s) 1 , 2, 12, 25 and 27 have been fully considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground (s) of rejection. Please the rejection above. 
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THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chau Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4092. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 am - 5:00 pm Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Feild, can be reached on (571) 272-4090. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
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published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Chau Nguyen 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2176 




